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SUBJ: KIDNAPPING OF DUTCH BUSINESSMAN 

REF: DUBLIN 1812 

1. AS OF MID- AFTERNOON OCT. 6 THERE HAVE BEEN FEW NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE KIDNAPPING OF DUTCH BUSINESSMAN DR. T. HERREMA. LAST CONTACT 
WITH KIDNAPPERS WAS A CALL ON FRIDAY, OCT. 3, TO THE DUTCH 
EMBASSY IN WHICH THE SAME DEMANDS WERE MADE AS DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. 

2. THE PROVISIONAL SINN FEIN ( "POLITICAL" WING OF THE PROVISIONAL 
IRA) HAS DENIED "REPUBLICAN" RESPONSIBILITY, BUT MOST 
OBSERVERS HERE INCLUDING JUSTICE MINISTER COONEY STILL BELIEVE 
PROVISIONAL IRA INVOLVED, PERHAPS A SPLINTER GROUP NOT AMENABLE TO 
CONTROL FROM DUBLIN HEADQUARTERS. THE GOI HAS REITERATED 
SEVERAL TIMES DURING WEEKEND ITS STRONG STAND AGAINST GIVING IN TO 
KIDNAPPERS' DEMANDS. AN EARLIER NEWS STORY THAT DUTCH PREMIER DEN 
UYL HAD SENT A TELEGRAM TO IRISH PREMIER COSGRAVE URGING HIM TO 
"SAVE THE LIFE" OF HERREMA HAS BEEN DENIED BY THE GOI MTHE FAMILY 
AND COMPANY OFFICIALS HAVE INDICATED PUBLICLY THAT THEY ARE WILLING 
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OBJECTIONS. 

3. REACTION THROUGHOUT IRELAND HAS BEEN ANGRY, BECAUSE THIS AFFAIR 
IS SEEN TO DIRECTLY THREATEN JOBS OF IRISHMEN AS FOREIGN FIRMS 
WILL BE RELUCTANT TO INVEST. THE IRISH POLICE AND ARMY ARE 
ENGAGED IN MASSIVE SWEEPS IN THE LIMERICK AREA, BUT SO FAR WITH 
VIRTUALLY NO SUCCESS. 

4. INCIDENTALLY. PARA THREE OF REFTEL SHOULD BE CORRECTED. THIS 
IS THE FIRST TIME, TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THAT A FOREIGN BUSINESSMAN 
HAS BEEN KIDNAPPED IN THE REPUBLIC FOR POLITICAL REASONS DURING 

THE RECENT TROUBLES. EARL AND LADY DONOUGHMORE WERE KIDNAPPED IN 
JUNE, 1974. OSTENSIBLY BY AN IRA GROUP THOUGH NO RANSOM DEMANDS 
WERE MADE. THEY WERE RELEASED UNHARMED. ALSO A RETIRED JUDGE 
WAS KIDNAPPED EARLIER THIS YEAR, BUT THE JOB WAS BUNGLED AND HE 
GOT AWAY - PROVENANCE OF HIS KIDNAPPERS IS NOT KNOWN. CURLEY 
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